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Early Swedish Families in 
Vasa,Goodhue Co.,MN 
Nils William Olsson 
Of the many Swedish-Americans who have distinguished themselves in 
charting the story of the Swedes in America, there is one name, that stands out above 
the rest, namely that of Erik Norelius (1833-1916), who aiTived in the United States 
as a poor immigrant student in 1850 and who ultimately rose to become the president 
of the Augustana Synod, serving the denomination at two sepai·ate times , 1874-1881 
and again 1899-1911. 
Erik Norelius was not only a prominent Lutheran clergyman and 
administrator. but he also led an early immigrant people in every phase of its 
spi1itual, educational, cultural and social development. He thus helped to found 
Carver Academy in Minnesota in 1862, the forerunner of Gustavus Adolphus College 
in St.Peter, MN. He organized a children' s home in Vasa. MN and se1ved as editor of 
a number of secular and religious publications, notably Hemlandet 1859-1862; 
Minnesota-Posten 1857-1858 and Augustana. the official organ of the Augustana 
Synod. 
But it was in the field of history that his name probably will be 
remembered long after his other accomplishments are forgotten. In 1890 he published 
the first volume of his incomparable De svenska luterska forsamlingarnas och 
svenskarnes historia i Amerika. After a quarter of a century he published the second 
volume in 1915, the year before he died' 
Thanks to Dr. Conrad Bergendoff of Rock Island, IL we today have an 
English version of this very meaty and well-documented story of the Augustana 
Synod and the Swedish settlements in the United States. Published in 1984 by the 
Augustana Historical Society, Dr. Bergendoff has selected the most important 
chapters from the first volume, giving the book the title Swedish Settlements 
1845-1860. ' 
It is in this volume that we perceive Norelius' intense interest in the 
individual immigrant. He notes the names of the early an-ivals in each settlement, 
the year of arrival in the U.S., and often their birth place in Sweden. These notations 
ai·e a valuable source of information of the first wave of immigrants , particulai·ly 
those who aiTived in this country before the Civil War. 
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While Norelius has been appreciated as a church historian for a long time, 
it is not common knowledge that he also was deeply interested in family history, 
which obviously comes through in his historical writings. It is, however. in an 
obscure volume, which he wrote to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Swedish 
Lutheran Church in the Vasa settlement in Goodhue County, MN in 1905, entitled 
Vasa /llustrata 3 that he demonstrates his intense interest in genealogy and its place in 
social history. 
Vasa lllustrata is a unique volume, of which the first section contains a 
total of 182 pages of illustrations of the early Swedish settlers in Vasa. The second 
section is a brief history of the Vasa settlement, but in this story, Norelius has 
included a special chapter, which he calls ''The People and the Families of Vasa" (pp. 
223-241). He prefaces this chapter with the following introduction, which is herewith 
reproduced, in an English translation: 
"Interesting as it is to describe the general history of Vasa, it is certain that 
the people and the families of Vasa constitute the most interesting aspect of the 
area ' s history. Many photographs of former and present-day Vasa citizens have 
been collected and presented in this volume. Even if some of the old portraits are 
of poor quality, and sometimes do not look like the people they are supposed to 
represent. one can nevertheless become acquainted with the facial features of the 
old pioneers and it is quite interesting to compare the facial characteristics with 
those of their descendants living today. 
Since space will not allow me to write biographies of every individual, even 
though I should make them brief, except in a few instances and for obvious reasons, I 
have decided that the best purpose would be served by gathering all these individuals 
into family groups. In our rural settlements these family groups are easier to recognize 
than in the cities . The remarkable thing to note is how long-lived they are. Many 
persons are rather indifferent to the registration of these families, and some are even 
opposed to the idea, saying that they believe that it is undemocratic to evince interest 
in one's genealogy. This is erroneous, since families, as well as nations have a purpose 
for their existence. The genealogical tables in the Holy Bible may seem dull and 
uninteresting, but how important are they not for all of us. Even here in democratic 
America, where no orders of nobility are recognized. people are beginning, more and 
more. to pay attention to their background and their genealogies. The Swedish 
descendants are going to do the same thing, and I do not doubt for a moment. if the 
world remains, that those people who in the future will descend from the people of Vasa. 
will be very thankful for the material I am presenting here in dealing with the 
families of Vasa."• 
So much for Norelius ' introduction and his vision of the future given 
almost a century ago. In the list of Vasa families which Norelius presents. I have 
taken the liberty of listing them in the same order as Norelius , that is to say in the 
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Swedish Settlement in Vasa,Mn 
chronological order, as they arrived in Vasa. I have, however, taken the liberty of 
editing the material, shortening it occasionally from the original version. but 
including all the pertinent material in order to show the family ties and the 
genealogical connections 5 
The Nymo Clan 
This family came from Nymo, a parish in Kristianstad liin, annexed tothe 
pruish of Fjalkinge. The best known of this family in America and here in Vasa, and 
now residing in Red Wing. MN, is Sven Olsson.• He, his father Ola Nilsson 
and grandfather, Nils Nilsson , were all born in Nymo, but Ola Nilsson moved to 
Trolle-Ljungby Parish (Krist.), where he died at a croft named Vejle. Sven Olsson's 
mother, Kerstin Svensdotter, born in Trolle-Ljungby, lived until March 1905 and 
became 98 years old. This clan also includes Pehr 0. Olsson,1 now deceased, a 
brother of Sven Olsson. His children were Nils, Olof, Mathilda, Sven Alfred, Esther 
and grandchildren. Additionally there was a sister, Margareta Olsdotter, mairied 
to Ola Andersson, both now dead. Their children - Karna, Anders, Martha, Carl, 
Ola and Johanna, were all born in Kiaby Parish (Krist.), while the youngest - Nils 
Alex and Selma, were born in Vasa. 
This family also includes Eric Pehrsson in Cannon Falls, MN and his 
children - Jons Pehrsson and Per Truedsson and their children in the Spring 
Creek rote or wru·d; as well as Sven Johnsson's wife, Pernilla Pehrsdotter in the 
Church rote. 
Sven Olsson came to America and to Vasa 1855 in the company of his first 
wife, Karna Andersdotter, and his daughter Martha. The family expanded with the 
bi11hs of Elna, Anders and Olof. His second wife was Anna Brita Berndtsdotter of the 
Sunvara clan from Hallru1d. In this maITiage there were ten children, of which 
some have died. Of his fourteen living children, seven are now living in Minnesota 
and seven in Idaho and Washington. At the time his mother died, she had 107 
descendants, of which 80 resided in the U.S. 
Frenne-Thorsson Clan 
This family is represented in America and in Vasa by Trued Granville 
Peru·son, his children and his siblings. Pearson was born in Stoby Parish (Krist.) 1 
July 1827 and arrived in the U.S 1851 and to Vasa in November 1855. The first few 
years he spent in Knoxville and Galesburg, both in Illinois, where the Americans 
gave him the name of Granville, which name the family adopted. On 6 March 1854 
he mruried Hanna M{lnsson, born in bnnestad Parish (Krist.) 27 May 1837, who 
aITived in the U.S. 1852. They have had seven children of which two have died. 
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Those still alive are - Clara Rosamunda, who married Henry Miller of Milwaukee, 
Agnes Elizabeth, who married J. Ekblad of Lindsborg, KS, Wilhelm Anton, 
professor at Yale University , Hanna Delina, who married J. Andersson of Lindsborg, 
KS and Esther Evangelina. Granville Pearson has a brother in the U.S., Ola P. 
Pearson, and a sister, Mrs. Agnes Charlson. 
Granville Pearson's genealogy is as follows: his father was Pehr Olsson, 
born in Stoby Parish 1771 and died 1847. His paternal grandfather was Ola Paulsson 
and his great grandfather was Paul Nilsson, both born in Stoby. His mother was 
Karna Truedsdotter from Ignaberga Parish (Krist.). His maternal grandfather was 
Trued Andersson from Ballingslov in Stoby Parish. His maternal grandmother was 
Bengta Frennesdotter, whose father, Frenne Thorsson was a member of the Swedish 
Parliament in the reign of Fredrik I. Other members on the Karna Truedsdotter's side 
are the present member of the Swedish Parliament, Ola Bosson Olsson, and the dean 
of Bedinge Parish (Malm.), Trned Bosson. 
Bengt Anders Clan 
This family group. which is represented in Vasa by Bengt Andersson8 
in the Ski'.lne role, who died in 1904, and was born in Trolle-Ljungby Parish (Krist). 
3 Nov. 1829. His father was Anders Bengtsson, probably born in the same parish. 
His mother was Ingeborg Gabrielsdotter from Smftland, but it is not known from 
which parish. His sister was named Nilla, married to Anders Jeppsson. His wife was 
Elna Larsdotter, born in Fjalkestad Parish (Krist.) 1825 and died in Vasa 1899. They 
were married in Sweden and arrived in the U.S and Vasa 1855. They had the 
following children -
Ingrid, married Pehr Waldemar Petersson from Fjalkestad, whlo on his 
mother's side, was related to Ingrid's mother. 
Bengta, married Per Gustaf Andersson, born in Dalhem Parish (Alvs.). 
Alfred, died 1900, married Anna Brita Back from Varo Parish (Hall.). 
They had children. 
Anna, married Sven Ackerson of the Farlov Clan. 
Esther, married John B. Back, born in Varo Pru·ish. 
Mattsson Clan 
Hans Mattson, the well-known colonel, and the founder of the Vasa 
settlement, was born in bnnestad Parish 23 Dec. 1832, the son of Matts Mattsson 
and his wife Ilgena (Elna) Lru·sdotter. He died 5 Mm·ch 1893. He was mwied to Kersti 
Persdotter from Ballingslbv in Stoby. who died 1911. 
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Swedish Settlement in Vasa,MN 
According to Hans Mattsson, the place in Sweden, where his family had its 
origin was Ivo Parish (Krist.), but later the family established itself in Fjalkinge 
Parish, where the original fann was occupied by Lars Hansson and his wife in 1868, 
parents of the clergyman in Trolle-Ljungby, N. Fjellander, Another son of Lars 
Hansson was Hans Larsson, who died in 1869, just as he was about to emigrate. His 
family did leave Sweden and settled in Kandiyohi Co., MN. Matts Mattsson, Hans' 
father, after having farmed in bnnestad for several years, emigrated to the United 
States 1852 with his son Lars. These people are all dead now, but have many 
descendants, both here in America and in Sweden. 
Several branches of the family may be found in Minnesota. Among these 
are Pehr Mattsson from Oppmanna Parish (Krist.) and his wife, Sissa Mattsdotter 
from V.'.\nga Parish (Krist.). He was born 1816 and she 1817. Both arrived in the U.S. 
1854 and settled in Chisago Co.,MN. They moved to Vasa 1863. Both are now dead 
and the children are scattered in many directions. Only one branch of the family is left 
in Vasa - Mrs. Sissa Lindquist, born in Oppmanna 1838, who arrived in this country 
with her parents and then manied Truls Lindquist, born in Orkened Parish (Krist.) 
1829 and arrived in the U.S. 1852. Their children are - Cecilia, Theodore, Anna, 
Clara and Tina Bernhardina. Of these only Theodore and Clara presently live in Vasa. 
Other branches of the family are Masse, a soldier living in Ashland,WI; 
Karna or Kersti, maiTied to Nils Petersson, a charter member of the Vasa church, who 
now lives in Hallock MN; Anna (Mrs. P.T. Lindholm), now married to U.W. 
Jenkins, residing in Alberta, Canada and Carl, who lives in Colorado. Another 
daughter of Pehr Mattsson is Mrs. Axel Youngren of River Falls, WI. 
More distant members of the Mattsson clan ai·e the brothers Ola Mattsson 
and Matts Mattsson, both of whom have. lived in Vasa. The first of these moved to 
Kandiyohi Co., MN many years ago. Most of them are now dead. The latter moved 
to New Rockford, ND and has many descendants. Nils Mattsson and siblings in Eddy 
Co., ND as well as Mrs. Frank Eriksson of Goodhue Co., MN are also members of 
this family group. 
Ryda Clan 
Erik Andersson9 from Sm.'.'lland, born in Vastra Ryd Parish (Og.) 1831, 
belongs to this family. He arrived in the U.S . 1850 and lived for a while in 
Jamestown, NY, before moving to Vasa in 1855. He married in Jamestown Helena 
Lovisa Petersdotter, born in Lonneberga Parish (Kahn.) 1825, who arrived in 
America already in 1848. Their two oldest children - Martha and Oscar D., were 
born in Jamestown, whereas the others - Frans ldoff, Lovisa, Emma, Esther, 
Theodore and Minnie were born in Vasa. None of the children now live in Vasa, 
except Martha, who is married to Gustaf Larson, who belongs to the 
Mjalldrunga C Ian. Lovisa, Esther and Minnie are now dead, but Oscar is an 
attorney in Red Wing, MN and the others are scattered about. 
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The Sundell family residing in the SmiHand rote as well as in Red Wing 
belong to this clan, but it has not been possible to research this group. 
The Westersson Group 
In 1854 three brothers emigrated from Ivetofta Parish (Krist.) with the 
name Westersson - namely Nils, Lars and Anders. They all settled in Vasa. 
Nils,'0 born 1819, married Sissa Jacobsdotter, born in Vi'mga Parish 
1816. Both died in Vasa 1905. Of their children, three were born in Vi'mga - Per, 
Johan and Annette. The others - Svante Wilhelm, Edwin and Selma, were born in 
Vasa. Per, Johan and Edwin reside in Vasa. 
Lars, 11 born 1821, married Bengta Nilsdotter, born in Kallna Parish 
(Krist.) 1829. Both are now dead. They had many children, most of them now 
deceased. Their oldest son, August, lives in Welch, MN and a daughter lives in 
Cannon Falls. Oddly enough, both of these persons are Catholics, doubtless due to 
the influence of their man'iages. 
Anders, 12 born 1824, married Anna Robe1tson, born 1846, and a member 
of the Katslosa Clan. Of their children, August Wilhelm teaches high school in 
Minneapolis; the others are Oscar Anton, Hanna Maria, Agnes and Alice. The old 
couple still resides in the Whitestone rote. 
P.T.Lindholm and his children belong to this family. After having taught at 
Gustavus Adolphus College and later at Bethany College in Lindsborg,KS, Lindholm 
was elected county treasurer of McPherson, KS . He died in McPherson and is buried 
in Lindsborg, 
The Karlskoga Family 
This family goes back to the chartering of the parish in 1854, 
with the arrival of Carl Carlsson'3 and his wife Lovisa Petersdotter from Karlskoga 
Parish (Ore.) Doubtless they had large families in their native Karlskoga, but I 
have been unable to trace their genealogical lines. Prof 0. Olsson is said to have 
been related to Mrs. Carlsson, but I do not know how. Two of the sons are dead. 
However, one son is alive but has lived for many years in an asylum. 
Mrs. Anna Bellin,14 a sister of Carl Carlsson, and married to A.E.Bellin," 
a coppersmith from Sweden, belongs to this family group. Bellin died in an 
accident on the road from Red Wing. The widow was born in Karlskoga 1816 and 
arrived in America 1857. She moved to Red Wing after the death of her husband 
together with her sons Carl Philip, Gustaf Erik and Nils August. Mrs. Bellin died 
many years ago. 
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The Vanneberga Clan 
This family group takes its name from the village of Vanneberga in 
Trolle-Ljungby Parish. The ancestor of the American branch was Lars Pehrsson 
known as Lasse Pehrsson,' 6 born 1797. His wife, Karna Pehrsdotter, was born 
1801. They arTived in the United States and to Vasa 1856 and settled in the SkAne 
rote . Lasse lived until 1883, when he died at the age of 86 years, six months and 
eleven days. His wife died in 1885 at the age of 85. Their children were: 
Ni I la, born in Vanneberga 1824 and marTied to Swen Swensson, 11 born in 
the same village 1821. They came to America 1855. Both ar·e now dead but left six 
children, all scattered far and wide - Kar·na, Bengta, Sven, Anna, Henry and Emelia. 
Henry still resides in Vasa. 
0 I u, born in Vanneberga 1827, manied Lar·s Jonsson 18 , born in the same 
parish 1822. They arrived in 1856 and ar·e both dead. Their children, all born in 
Vasa, were - Anna, Canie and Johan. Olof still has the family farm. 
Pehr Larsson,19 born in Va.nneberga 1831, arrived with his parents in 
1856. He marTied Ingeborg Johnsson from Uhrland in Norway. They still reside in the 
Smfiland rote. 
Ola Larsson. ,20 also born in Vanneberga 1834, atTived in America 1855. 
He resided in Princeton,IL until 1861, when he enrolled in the Union Army, serving 
the entire war. After Gen. Sherman's capture of Atlarlta, GA, he came to Vasa, where 
he mar1ied Hannah Nelson in 1866. She was the daughter of Abraham Nelson. They 
had the following children - Edward, Arthur, Nar1cy, Willie, Selma and Frank. The 
wife is now deceased. 
Karna arTived with her parents from Sweden, married Gissel MArtensson 
of Red Wing and died at an early age. 
Bengta, born in Vanneberga 1839, atTived in America with her family 
1856 and married Lar·s Mattsson.21 The couple moved to the Red River Valley. about 
ten miles from Hallock,MN. Both are now dead, Their children ar·e - Hilma, Henry, 
Arthur and possibly others. 
Mrs. Matthes Petersson, nee Elna Pehrsdotter, born in Vanneberga 1833, 
also belongs to this family. She anived in this country 1855, marTied in Red Wing 
1860 Matthes Pehrsson from Nymo Parish (Krist.). He served in the Civil War and is 
now dead. The widow still resides in Cannon Falls. Their son Peter is now deceased. 
The three daughters were - Emma, manied to N.C. Andersson from Malmohus !an; 
Betsy Kate and Hilma Amanda. 
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The Algutsboda Family 
The oldest member of this family, Mrs. Gustaf Carlsson came to the U.S. 
1854. She was born in Algutsboda Parish (Kron.) 1822 and was married to Gustaf 
Carlsson,22 born in Ekeberga Parish (Kron.) 1818. His father, Carl Magnusson, 
was born in the same parish 1781 and died there 1826. Gustaf Carlsson settled in 
Algutsboda, however, and that is the reason we shall name his family after that 
parish. Carlsson settled in the SmMand rote, but later moved to Red Wing, where 
his widow is still residing at the age of 83. 
Their children were - Frans August, born 1843, a soldier in the Civil War; 
Alfred, born 1845; Aron, born 1850, all in Algutsboda. The other children, born in 
America, were - Carl HaITis, Johan Ludvig, Nancy and Nannie. Aron lives in 
Featherstone, Goodhue Co., with his wife Stina Cajsa Ernberg, with whom he has 
six children and several grandchildren. The other siblings live in Red Wing and 
other places with their families. 
Another member of this family is Samuel Johnsson, brother of Mrs. 
Gustaf Carlsson. He was born in Algutsboda 1825, maITied Stina Lisa Petersdotter 
and has with her nine children, of which most now are deceased. The family moved 
to Mist {?}, OR 1888. The husband is now dead. 
The Tubbamala Clan 
According to reports, this family is considerably reduced in Sweden, 
whereas it is quite large in the United States, particularly in Vasa, St.Peter and 
other places in this state. In this country it could also be named the Turner 
Clan, but the TubbamAla name is more inclusive . The family originates in the 
parishes of Bladinge and Vislanda in the county of Kronoberg, viitually at the very 
center of SmAland. Vislanda reminds us of old man Wiesel, of Samuel Odman, of 
SpAnhult and Pehr Wieselgren. 
In 1853 Sven Johannesson,23 23 years old, emigrated to the U.S. from 
TubbamAla in Vislanda Parish. He remained in Geneva, IL until 1856, when he 
arrived that spring in Vasa. In Illinois he had assumed the name of Turner, 
understandably enough, inasmuch as it was quite difficult to sort out all of the 
Johnssons who had arrived from Sweden. In Geneva he had also married Elin 
Carlsson from Rydaholm Parish (Jon.) . He settled on Sec. 24 in Vasa, where all of 
his neighbors were from TubbamAla. 
Ten years later, or in 1863, two older brothers, Samuei24 and Olof,2' also 
emigrated with theiI· families and came to Vasa 1866. They were followed by a 
sister, Catharina Johannesdotter, married to Jon Pehrsson 26 from Vislanda. All of 
these siblings, as well as those who remained in Sweden were as follows: 
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Peter stayed in Sweden and is now deceased, but ten of his children came 
to America and reside in St.Peter, St.Paul, MN, as well as other places. 
Martha is represented in, Vasa by her daughter, Mrs. M.Hyllengren and 
her children. 
Samuel, born 1819, together with his wife, Stina Petersdotter, born in 
Skatelov Paiish (Kron.) 1818, now constitute the oldest couple living here in 
Vasa. Their children are - Ingrid, mm.Tied to O.N. Olsson from Trolle-Ljungby 
Parish; Signild, married to Frans AugustCarlsson of Red Wing and Anna, married 
to Hfilcan Lundell from Harlunda Parish (Kron.). They reside here in the Smfiland 
rote. Eva is mm.Tied to P. Johan Lundquist from Skatelov, a sheriff, and Mrutha, 
now living in Welch, MN with her son Johannes, who operates the family farm. 
Olof Turner, born 1825, now a widower, resides with his daughter and 
son-in-law, Ingrid and P.N. Quist. Other children are - Stina, now dead; his 
daughter's son, Carl Idoff, maiTied to Mary Krantz of Goodhue Co. , MN and Johan 
Magnus, now residing in St.Peter, MN. 
Catharina, now Mrs. John Pehrssson, was born 1821, married to Jon 
Pehrsson of Vislanda. Both are now dead. Their children ru·e - Sven, mm.Tied to 
Sigrid Kullberg; Aron, married to Emma Andersson; Anders Johai.1, Gumme and 
Ingegerd - all married and residing in the area of the parish. 
Sven Turner is the youngest of the clan and together with his wife 
Elin, represent the eru·Jy pioneers of Vasa. They had a total of 13 children, all born 
in Vasa. Many of these are now deceased, but Ida, born 1856, is now Mrs. 
Thorsen, residing in St .Paul and the youngest, Julia Aurora, born 1877. Wilhelm 
Leonard, born 1872, married Maria Josefina Lundquist, is the only one of the 
children, who still remains in Vasa. Of the remaining children, still living, most of 
them have moved to the State of Washington. 
Another member of the family is Olof Mansson Turnblad,21 born in 
Vislai.1da 1811 and his wife, Ingrid M~nsdotter, born in the same parish 1816. They 
arrived in America 1868 and came from Ryssby Pai·ish (Kron.). They are now all 
gone, Olof in 1889 and Ingrid in 1888. They had two sons - Magnus and Sven 
Johan. The latter became the well-known publisher of Svenska Amerikanska 
Posten in Minneapolis. He was born in Tubbam~la 7 Oct. 1860 and died in 
Minneapolis 1933. Sven Johan's brother, Magnus, was born in Tubbam~la 28 Jan. 
1858 and followed his brother to Minneapolis, where he became editor of his 
brother's newspaper. 
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In a previous marriage Olof MAnsson Turnblad had a son, Peter Olsson 
Tw11blad28 as well as a daughter, Ingrid Olofsdotter, married to J.M. Hyllengren.29 
Others in this family are Magnus Jonsson Turnquist3° and his wife, Stina 
Svensdotter. They arrived in America 1869 from Vislanda, but were born in Vastra 
TorsAs Parish (Kron.), he in 1828, she in 1823. Both are now deceased. Their children 
still living in Vasa are - Blenda, married to J.A. Petersson from Flisby Parish (Jon.) 
with three children and Carrie Turnquist, who still remains in the old family home. 
These sisters are both born in Vislanda. Peter Olsson, their half-brother in their 
mother's first marriage, also belongs to this group. 
Furthermore, another member of this clan is Jonas Gustaf Ryden. He was 
born in Ryssby 1845 and his wife, Anna Catharina Olofsdotter, was born in Vislanda 
1846. The Ekblad 3' family in Spring Creek, Goodhue Co., also belongs to this 
family group. 
The Farlov Family 
This family is represented by Nils P. Ofelt,32 born in the village of Aby in 
Farlov Parish (Krist.), who emigrated to America 1852. His father, Per Nilsson, 
was born in Farlov, but his paternal grandfather, Nils Nilsson, came from Gard 
Hundred in the county of Kristianstad. His mother, Kersti Jbnsdotter, also was born 
in Aby. 
Nils P .Ofelt's wife was Pernilla MAnsson, born in Farlov 1846 and arrived 
in the United States with her parents, Ola MAnsson and Bengta Eskilsdotter in 1857. 
Their children , who are still living, are - Clara, married in Spokane,WA; Emma, 
Nathan, postmaster in Vasa; Alma, Hilda Paulina, David and Garfield. 
Ola MAnsson33 and his family first settled in Meeker Co.,MN but in 1862 
the Sioux Indians drove them out and they resettled in Vasa. The old folks are gone 
and of the nine children, in addition to Mrs. N.P. Ofelt, the following are residing in 
Vasa - Nils, Anna, Christina and Mathilda. 
Other members of this family are - J.P. Ofelt, a brother of N.P. Ofelt, 
mentioned earlier as well as Sven Ackerson, his children and his brothers. His father 
was Ake Sonesson, who was born 1816 and the mother was Elna Persdotte1: The 
paternal grandfather Per Persson, died in Sweden 1860 at the age of 77 . The original 
fann in Sweden was the Halla farm in Ullstorp, bnnestad Parish (Krist.) . 
The Sunvara Clan 
This family has its origin in Varo Parish (Hall.), from which area many 
immigrants came to Vasa. Many are related to each othei: The American pioneer here 
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Swedish Settlement in Vasa,MN 
is Carl Johansson, born in the village of Sunvara in Varb Parish 1816, but later 
moved to to Bua, also in Varo, where he in 1836 mai.Tied I. Christensson. In 1854 
he emigrated to Ameiica with his family and after a short stay in Chicago and La 
Crosse,WI, ai.Tived here in Vasa 1856. He served as postmaster in Vasa 1864-1866. 
In his later yeai·s he and his wife moved to Bancroft, IA, where they died. Most of 
the children are now gone. The oldest daughter, Anna Christina, born in Bua, Varb 
1837 and maJ.Tied to Anders Mi\nsson from the same paiish, left many descendants, 
many of whom live in Minnesota, North Dakota and the State of Washington 
Anders Mi\nsson, mentioned above, was killed by a kick from a horse, 
forcing thy widow, Anna Christina, to biing up her family alone. She mai.Tied for 
the second time Per Persson of the Tosteberga Clan and now resides in Vasa. 
Except for a few nieces and nephews living in Iowa and elsewhere, other members 
of this family are Berndt Christenssson and his descendants, Andrew Carlsson from 
Varo with family and others. 
The Karda Family 
Bengt Nilsson34 was born in Karda Parish (Jon.) 18 Jan. 1798. We know 
practically nothing concerning his parents. Bengt was the youngest of four 
siblings. A sister, Stina, was married to a man named Bengt from Sodratorp (?) and 
were the parents of Gustaf Bengtsson in Vasa and Mrs. Gustaf Johnsson of Red 
Wing. In 1829 he married Martha Stina Pettersdotter, born in Karda, the daughter 
of Per Jonsson and his wife. The latter's maternal grandfather was known as 
"Lasare-Bengt" because he knew his Holy Bible by heart. Martha's sister Brita 
became the mother of the Molin families who reside in Cannon Falls.MN. Bengt 
Nilsson and his wife settled in a place called Bjorsgf1rd in Karda, where their five 
children were born - Anders, Gustava, Inga Christina, Salomon and Charlotta. In 
1854 the family emigrated, going first to St. Charles.IL, but two years later came 
to Vasa. Here the family resided, Anders dying young, Gustava marrying 
P.O.Tilderquist,35 born in Sodra Rorum Pai·ish (Malm.). Both of these are now dead. 
Inga Chiistina, the daughter, was married to Carl Berggren from Granna and this 
couple still resides in this general area. The daughter Charlotta married 
G .D.Johnsson and Salomon married Kate Engberg of the Vend las Clan. 
Salomon became known as "the Good Samaritan" losing his life in a drowning 
accident, trying to save E.C. Hedberg 6 July 1888 in Belle Creek. He left a widow 
and four children. This family has many descendants through the Tilderquists, the 
Berggrens and the Johnssons. 
The Brunstorp Clan 
This family gruop takes its name from Lars Brun, 36 a soldier in the 
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Royal Swedish Alvsborg Regiment, who resided in a soldier's croft named 
Brunstorp in Hallstad Parish (A.lvs.).Here the following sons were bor - Johan 
Lid. Jonas Gull .3 1 Sven Tim, Anders Larsson,38 Lars Frenn 3 9 and 
Carl Larsson . The family moved to Sodra Ying Parish (A.lvs.) fairly early, 
where they resided in a croft on the estate of Saby. Four of the sons became 
soldiers - Lid, Gull, Tim and Frenn. Lid remained in Sweden, while the remainder 
emigrated to the U.S. Tim and Frenn arrived in the U.S. 1852, staying first in 
St.Charles and Geneva, IL. Tim remained there with his wife until both of them 
died. His children, grandchildren and great grandchildren can be found in this area, 
farther northwest as well as in Illinois. Tim probably received his surname from 
the parish of Timmele, next door to Sodra Ying. Frenn's surname probably was 
adopted from the village of Frennarp in Timmele. Frenn 's wife was Stina 
Svensdotter, who came from Liared Parish (A.lvs.) and their children, all born in 
Timmele were - Per Johan 40 Anders Joseph" and Carl August. The family moved 
to Vasa from Geneva, IL 1864 and settled in the township of Featherstone in 
Goodhue Co . The old folks are gone. Per Johan married Christina Maria 
Carlsdotter, born in Tuna Parish (Kalm.). They have many descendants. 
Carl August Frenn, the youngest of the sons, married Mary Tunberg from 
Tuna Parish (Kahn.). Of their children Evald is now deceased. 
Anders Joseph Frenn married Sofia Johnsson from Jonsered in Lerum 
Parish (A.lvs.) and the couple now resides in Red Wing. 
Jonas Gull, the oldest of the soldier sons. was born in Hallstad Parish 
1805 and was mruTied to Annika Andersdotter from Sddra Ying Pru·ish. He ru'rived in 
the U.S., 1866 with prut of his family, settling in Goodhue Co. Their children were 
- Svante, now deceased; Johan Levin and Claes August, all mru-ried with families. 
The daughters who remain in Goodhue Co. are - Mrs. John Erickson, a widow; Mrs. 
Nils Swensson, a widow and Mrs. Peter Johnsson, mru-ried to Peter Johnsson from 
Algutsboda Parish (Kron.). The senior Gulls are gone, but half of the Goodhue 
Pru·ish ru·e descendants of his. 
Anders Larsson, a brother, was born 1813 and came to America 1852, 
settling at first in Red Wing, MN, later moving to Spring Creek Township in 
Goodhue Co. , where both he and his wife died. Mrs. Erik Johnsson and her children 
represent this branch of this huge clan. 
Carl Larsson , another brother, and a half-brother of Anders Larsson. 
has resided in Burlington. IA, but I have no information concerning his family. 
236 
i 
\ 
\ 
. 
\ 
\ 
{ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
l 
l 
\ 
Swedish Settlement in Vasa,MN 
The Tannas Family 
This family originates in Tannas Parish (Jamt.) and is represented by three 
families who came to Vasa. Erik Jonasson 42 was born in Storsjo Parish (Jamt.) 
1819; Jons Zakrisson 43 was born in Tannas in 1815, where Olof Hansson also was 
born. All are related to each other by man"iage. Mrs. Jonasson and Mrs. Zakrisson 
were sisters and Mrs. Hansson was their cousin, all from Tannas. The two sisters' 
father was Pehr Olsson,44 born in 1793 and his wife, Golin Jonsdotter, also born 
in Tannas 1794. They arrived in America 1857. All are now gone, except Maret 
Pehrsdotter, Erik Jonasson's widow. But there are a number of descendants living in 
Vasa today. 
Related to the above persons were several who came from Hede Parish (Jamt.), 
particularly those who emigrated from the Funas Valley in Tannas. Among these is 
Jon Mi'.lnsson.45 born 1801, and his wife, Britta Jansdotter, born in Umgi'.I, Hede 
Parish 1804. He died in 1879 and she in 1901, reaching the age of 97, the oldest 
person to have died in Vasa. This family is represented by the sons, Jon Mi'.lnsson, 
Jr., and his children - Mll.ns Mi'.lnsson and his children; the daughters - Mrs. 
Hagman•• and Mrs. Abraham Petersson, their children and their grandchildren. 
Others belonging to this clan are Olof and Jonas Folin, etc. 
The Bosgard Family 
The most famous person in this family group is the Honorable John W. 
Petersson." The family is so named since all of Petersson's ancestors came from 
Bosgm:d in the village of Stojby, Gfu:dsby Parish (Kron.). From here descendants have 
scattered to other parishes as well as to the United States. The earliest of Petersson' s 
known ancestors was Pehr Jaensson, born 1709. His son was Jaen Pehrsson, born 
1772. His son in turn was Peter Johansson, born in Lll.ngll.gll.rden 1806. His son was 
John W. Petersson, born in Hackstorp, also in the same parish 1838. His son Arthur 
was born in Vasa 1871. 
When John W. Petersson was five years old. the family moved to Prasttorp 
in Ojaby Parish (Kron.) and resided there until 1856 when they moved to the United 
States. His mother, Anna Lisa Petersson, was born in Sodra Sandsjo Parish (Kron.) 
1809, and died in Vasa 1885 at the age of75. Her husband, Peter Johansson,48 died in 
1896, almost 90 years old. When the family arrived from Sweden, they settled first in 
Chisago County, but after the Civil War, in which John W. Petersson served in the 
Minnesota Sixth Infantry, he bought a farm in Vasa and married there in 1868 Karin 
Ersdotter, daughter of Erik Jonasson of the Tannas Clan . They had the following 
children - Mary Elizabeth, marTied to Wilhelm Tilderquist of Duluth, MN; Arthur 
Wilhelm, residing in Vasa; Edith Amalia, also resident of Vasa; Almer George, a 
dentist in Duluth and Emelia Josefina, remaining in the family home in Vasa. 
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John W. Petersson served in the Minnesota Senate on two occasions -
1873-1874 and 1891-1893. He also served in the House in 1885. 
His sisters were - Sara Magnusson, now deceased; Maria HAfcansson, a 
widow and Anna Sofia Larsson, manied to Andrew Larsson. 
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The Boren family in Stillwater. MN also belongs to this clan. 
The Holm Family 
This family had its origin in Saby Parish (Jon.). The father, Gustaf 
Holm,49 was born 1814 and his wife, Hedda Charlotta Andersson, born 1823, 
arrived with some of their children 1868, since a few of them had arrived the 
previous year. In addition to the old couple, the family consisted of August 
Wilhelm, married to Johanna Johnsson, also from Saby, both now deceased. Other 
children were - Frans Johan Filemon Holm, widower; Oscar Fredrik Holm, 50 
married in Vasa to Karna Andersson of the Nymo Clan; Carl G. Holm, 
unmarried; Anton Holm, married and residing in the State of Oregon; Emma 
Christina Holm and the son Otto Holm, who together with his parents died in the 
storm of 1879. 
The Mjalldrunga Family 
This family originates with Lars Jonsson, married to Annika 
Andersdotter, and the owner of a farm named Torp in Mjalldrunga Parish (Alvs .). 
Their youngest son, Johannes Larsson,5' born in Torp 24 Sept. 1806, married 
Cajsa Jonasdotter, born in Tokarp in the same parish 1807. Her parents were Jonas 
Carlsson and Anna Maria Eliasdotter. Johannes Larsson' s children, all born in Torp 
were - Jonas Larsson , born 1829 , Anders, born 1843, Gustaf, born 1849, 
Johanna, born 1835 and Maria. born 1838. The family arrived in America 1860 
and settled first in Afton,MN. In the spring of 1867 they moved to Vasa, settling in 
the Gota rote. The old folks died, she in 1884, almost 77 years old and he in 1886, 
aged 79 years and six months. 
Maria was married to Jons Holmgren52 from Vinslov Parish (Krist.), who 
died 1872 from an illness contracted in the Civil War. 
Anders married Anna Sofia Petersson 53 from Ojaby of the Bosgard 
Clan and their children are - Victor, Arvid and Martin. 
Gustaf married Martha Andersson54 of the Ryda Family and their 
children are - Richard Laurence, Edna Victoria, Esther Amelia, Alice Evangeline and 
I 
\ 
i 
\ 
\. 
\ 
I 
\ 
Swedish Settlement in Vasa,MN 
Ernst Oscar. The family resides in Featherstone Township of Goodhue Co. 
The Nyiing Clan 
The person who represents this family in America is Carl Johan 
Petersson, residing in Gota rote in Featherstone Township. He an-ived in 
America 1869 from Sodra Sandsjo Parish (Kron.), but was born in Tolvstorp, 
Hovmantorp Parish (Kron.). His father was Peter Zakrisson, whose father in 
turn was known as "Josse in Mysinge", who moved to Gotland with his wife and 
seven children, leaving Zakris in SmAland to carry on his family. Petersson is 
more proud of his mother's family . She was Catharina Jonasdotter from Ljuder 
Parish (Kron.) but her mother Elin in turn was from Nyang in Hovmantorp. Elin 
had a sister married to Peter Petersson, known as "Per in Nyang", a juryman in the 
county assizes. Per Holm, the schoolteacher in Linneryd Parish (Kron.) also 
belonged to this family. Petersson married 1854 Christina Petersdotter, a widow 
from Sodra Sandsjo, who in a previous marriage had had four children. His own 
children were - Johan August and Catharina Charlotta, both born in Sodra Sandsjo. 
The latter was married to Johan Gustaf Carlen from Brandstorp Parish (Skar.) and 
had with him no less than nine children. 
Others that belong to this clan are Frank Samuelsson 's55 
children, among them Oscar Samuelsson, who resides in Vasa and Mrs. John Bodin 
and others in St.Paul, MN. Additionally there are also the children of John 
Peterson, 
The Lundberg Family 
Joseph A. Lundberg 56 represents this family in Vasa. He was born in 
Nennesmo, Reftele Parish (Jon.) 22 Dec. 1843. His father, Anders Larsson, born 
1810 and his grandfather, Lars Andersson, were born in the same village. Lundberg 
married Emma Christina Carlsdotter, born in Ekenas, Ryssby Parish (Kron.) 5 
April 1852, the daughter of Carl Johan Andersson, born on the same farm 1811 , as 
well as her grandfather, Anders Carlsson. 
The Lundbergs came to America 1871 . Their children were - Ida Amanda, 
Carl Robert, Lorens Sigfrid and Florence Olivia, all born in Featherstone Township 
in Goodhue Co. 
The Grodby Clan 
Per Persson 57 in the N01Tbotten rote here in Vasa hails from the 
village of Grodby in Ivetofta Parish (Krist.), where he was born 22 Oct. 1831, the 
son of Per Akesson. His grandfather was Ake MAnsson, a farm owner in the village. 
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Per Persson' s mother was Elsa Bengtsdotter, born near Backaskog in Kiaby Parish (Krist.), but her mother in turn came from Grodby. Per Persson manied Elsa 
Nilsdotter in 1857 and their children, all born in Sweden, were - Per, Bonde and 
Bengta. The family moved to the U.S . in 1869, where an additional three children 
were bom - Ingrid, Anna Nelly an'.l Carl Emil. Per Persson has five siblings -
Ake Persson, who lives in Sweden; Nils Persson, a half-brother,who resides in 
Hallock.MN and his half-sister, Per Nilsson's wife who resides in the Gota rote here 
in Vasa. 
rote. 
Others related to this family are the Ingemans, who reside in the Church 
The Cederholm Clan 
Samuel Cederhohn5 8 who resides in the Norrbotten rote in the 
Cannon Falls area was born on the estate of Loberod in Hammarlunda Parish (Malm.) 1837. His father was Jons Olsson and his grandfather was Ola Andersson. 
In 1865 he emigrated to America, coming to Vasa, where he looked up his paternal 
uncle, Nils Olsson, who had come to the U.S. in 1853 and had manied Karna 
Nilsdotter from Vinslov Parish (Krist.) . Cederholm settled in Vasa, mruTied Bengta 
Larsdotter, a niece of Nils Olsson. She is now dead but the couple had the 
following children - Carin Amanda, married to William Ash of St.Vincent, MN; 
Ulrika Eleonora and Ida Lovisa, both residing with their father. His uncle, Nils 
Olsson is now deceased, as is his wife. They had a daughter, Maria, who married 
Jons Persson from Oppmanna Parish (Krist.) . 
There arre many more families which should be listed, but time and space 
do not allow it. There are for instance in the Norrbotten rote - the Youngberg,59 
Kullberg60 and Dadesjo61 families. In Vasterbotten rote we have the Prinka 
family, descended from Sven Larsson Prink from Emmislov Parish (Krist.), who 
through marriage is related to Otto and Ola Larsson of the Norrbotten rote as well 
as Nebraska. In the SmMand rote we have the Hassleby Family, to which 
Anders P. Johnsson 62 from Hassleby Parish (Jon.) belongs. He arrived in America 
1848, after his brothers Fredrik, Carl and Otto had arrived here in 1844, settling in 
a valley near Sugar Grove, PA, which today carries the name of Chandlers Valley 
but originally was known as Ressie Valley. This family also includes Dr. L.A. 
Johnston,63 Lutheran pastor in Moline, IL. Anders P. Johnsson died already toward 
the end of 1879, leaving a widow and six children. The son-in-law, Per Bodelsson°' 
from Ivetofta Parish, married to Hilma E. Johnsson, now has the old family farm. 
We should also mention a Kisa Family from Kisa Parish (Og.), 
representatives of which were in this country early. The Honorable J .A. Andersson 
and his family originate here as does Germund Johnsson65 and others. 
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The families in Goodhue Co. should also be mentioned - CJ. Foss, 
P.G.Veber, J. Krantz, J. Erickson, Gull, N. Larson, Paul Nelson, Peter Johnson and 
others. Here is even a bit of the Vendlas Clan from Hassela Parish (Gavl.), whose 
genealogical lines go back to 1598. 
It is interesting to note that Norelius was quite aware of his own lineage, 
going back to Finnish stock as early as 1598 and it is tempting to think that when 
Norelius mentions the Vendlas Clan, he is referring to his own family pedigree. 
A check of the parish records of the Vasa Swedish Lutheran Church has 
turned up additional information on some of the persons mentioned by Norelius. 
This additional bit of information is contained in the foot notes below with 
references to VLC (Vasa Lutheran Church Records), microfilmed and available at the 
Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center in Rock Island, IL. Other 
information has been gathered from various parish records on microfilm or 
microfiche available at the district archives in Sweden, abbreviated as follows: 
GLA - Goteborgs Landsarkiv; LLA - Lunds Landsarkiv; OLA - 6stersunds 
Landsarkiv; VLA- VadstenaLandsarkiv. The microfilmed Swedish parish records in 
the Family History Center in Salt Lake City have also been utilized. 
Notes 
1 Erik Norelius, De svenska luterskaforsamlinganzas och svenskarnes historia i 
Amerika, I-II (Rock Island, IL 1890, 1915). 
2 Conrad Bergendoff, ed., The Swedish Pioneer Swedish Settlements and Swedish 
Lutheran Churches in America !845-1860 (Rock Island, IL 1984). 
3 Eric Norelius, Vasa lllustrata (Vasa, MN 1905). 
• Ibid., pp. 223-224. 
5 I have consistently used the original Swedish form of spelling the patronymics 
with a double "s". In the U.S. the second "s" was invariably dropped by the 
immigrant. 
6 Sven Olsson, who a.IT. in the U.S. 1855, was b. in Nymo Parish (Krist.) 28 June 
1827, the s. of Ola Nilsson and Kerstin Svensdotter. His second wife was Anna 
Brita Berndtsdotter, b. in Varo Parish (Hall.) in Dec. 1845, with whom he had the 
following children - Carolina, b. 23 Feb. 1864: Cherstin, b. 6 March 1866; Oscar 
Bemhai·d, b. 4 Nov. 1871 and Selma Beata, b. 31 Mai·ch 1874. In his first ma.ITiage 
to Karna Andersdotter he had a dau. Martha, b. in Trolle-Ljungby Parish (Krist.) 9 
Nov. 1853. The rest of the children were b. in Vasa, as were the children in the 
second ma.ITiage - Elna, b. 6 Oct. 1857; Anders, b. 23 Feb. 1860 and Olof, b. 27 
Oct. 1861. - VLC. 
7 Per 0. Olsson a.IT. in the U.S. 1865 and was b. in Nymo 4 April 1830 and a 
brother of Sven Olsson (see note 6 above). He was m. to Karna Persdotter, b. in 
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Ivetofta Parish (Krist.) 15 Aug. 1835, the dau. of Per Nilsson in Grodby and Karna 
Jonsdotte1: The four oldest children were b. in Vasa - Nils, b. 29 June 1866; Olof, 
b. 24 Jan. 1869; Mathilda, b. 19 June 1879 and Sven Afred, b. 17 Oct. 1871. -
VLC. 
8 Bengt Andersson arr. in the U.S. 1855 and was b. in Trolle-Ljungby 3 Nov. 
1829, the s. of Anders Bengtsson and Ingeborg Gabrielsdotter. He was m. to Elna 
Larsdotter, b. in Fjalkestad Parish (Krist.) 23 Sept. 1825. Their childrren, b. in 
Vasa, were - Ingrid, b. 17 Oct. 1855; Bengta, b. 9 July 1859; Alfred, b. 11 March 
1861, Anna, b. 6 Oct. 1862; Nelly, b. 1 March 1864, and Esther, b. 21 Jan. 1868. 
Elna d. in Vasa 1899. - VLC. 
9 Erik Magnus Andersson, b. in Stora Gallarp, Vastra Ryd Parish (Og.) 23 Dec. 
1831 , the s. of Anders Johansson and Anna Svensdotter. He arr. in Boston aboard 
the Minona 2 July 1850. He was m. to Helena Lovisa Petersdottter, b. in Bockfall, 
Lonneberga Parish (Kahn.) 1 Oct. 1825, the dau. of Peter Petersson and Maja Lena 
Samuelsdotter. She arr. in New York 31 July 1848 aboard the Thracian. They had 
the following children - Martha Ellen, b. in Jamestown, NY 13 Jan. 1852; Oscar 
David, b. in Jamestown 27 Dec. 1854 and the rest of the children were b. in Vasa -
Frans !doff, b. 10 June 1857; Lovisa Mathilda, b. 14 Aug. 1859; Emma, b. 19 
Sept. 1861; Esther Josephina. b. 2 Sept. 1863 and Anders Johan Theodor, b. 26 
Feb. 1866. - VLC; Nils William Olsson , Swedish Passenger Arrivals in 
U.S.Ports 1820-1850 (except New York) (SPA excNY)(Stockholm and St.Paul,MN 
1979). p. 38; Nils William Olsson, Swedish Passenger Arrivals in New York 
1820-1850 (SPANY) (Stockholm and Chicago 1967), pp. 153; 273. 
10 Nils Westersson, who arr. in the U.S. 1854, was b. in Ivetofta 13 May 1819, the 
s. of Truls Svensson, a crofter, and Anna Svensdotter. Hem. Sissa Jacobsdotter, b. 
in Vftnga Parish (Krist.) 14 Aug. 1816. - VLC. 
11 Lars Westersson also an: in the U.S. 1854. He was b. in Ivetofta 15 Sept. 1821, 
the brother of Nils (see note 10 above). He was m. to Bengta Nilsdotter, b. in 
Kalina Parish (Krist.) 8 Jan. 1828, the illegitimate dau. of Sissela Ekenberg. The 
oldest child, August, was b. in Bftstad 1 Oct. 1853. The remainder of the children 
were b. in Vasa - Emilia , b. 8 Feb. 1856; Carl Wilhelm , b. 26 Sept. 1857; Frank, 
b. 15 Nov. 1859; Beata Nathalia, b. 5 Jan. 1862; Philo Edward, b. 24 Feb. 1867; 
Edward Julius and Esther Nelly, twins, b. 21 July 1869. - VLC; LLA . 
12 Anders Westersson aiT. in 1854. He was b. in Ivetofta 30 Aug. 1824 ai1d a brother 
of Nils (see note 10 above). He was m. to Anna Robertsson, b. in Katslosa Pai"ish 
(Malm.) 6 April 1846. They had the following children, b. in Vasa - August 
Wilhelm , b. 13 Sept. 1863; Oscar Anton, b. 12 Aug. 1869; Fredrik Theodor, b. 5 
Feb. 1870. There were three additional daughters, Hanna Maria, Agnes and Alice -
VLC. 
13 Cai·! Cai·Isson ai-r. in 1854; b. in Karlskoga 28 April 1818, the s. of Cai·l Olsson 
ai1d Sai·a Persdotter. Hem. Lovisa Petersdotter, b. in Karlskoga 29 Aug. 1821, the 
dau. of Petter Persson and Mai"ia Henricsdotter. Their children , b. in Karlskoga, 
were - Carl Robert, b. 21 Nov. 1840; Olof Reinhold, b. 11 July 1842 and Peter 
Emil, b. 29 July 1848. - VLC; GLA. 
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1
• Anna Carlsdotter Bellin was b. in Breg[1.rden, Karlskoga 19 Nov. 1816, a sister of 
Carl Carlsson (see note 13 above). She had been m. to Anders Erik Bellin, a 
coppersmith. with whom she had the following children - Carl Filip, b. 17 April 
1845; Gustaf Eric, b. 30 Aug. 1848 and Nils August, b. 22 June 1850. - VLC; 
GLA . 
15 Anders Erik Bellin was b. in Orebro 13 July 1813, the s. of Nils Bellin, a city 
watchman, and Mmia Bengtsdotter. The family had emigr. in 1857, but the husband 
was already deceased when the widow and the three sons joined the chmch.- GLA . 
16 Lars Pehrsson an: in 1856. He was b. in Vanneberga, Trolle-Ljungby Parish 
(Krist.) 16 June 1797. He was m. to Karna Pehrsdotter, b. in Trolle-Ljungby 4 
Aug. 1801. - VLC. 
17 Sven Svensson , who mT. in the U.S. 1855, was b. in Vanneberga, Trolle-
Ljungby 19 March 1821. He was m. to Nilla Larsdotter, b. in Trolle-Ljungby 27 
Nov. 1824 and a dau. of Lars Pehrsson (see note 16 above). Three children were b. 
in Ljungby - Karna, b. 7 Feb. 1849; Bengta, b. 12 June 1851 and Sven b. 14 
March 1854. Another three children were b. in Vasa - Anna, b. 25 July 1859; 
Hendrik, b. 24 Jan. 1864 and Emelia, b. 18 April, 1866. - VLC. 
18 Lars Jonsson aIT. 1856. He was b. in Ostra Ljungby Parish (Krist.) 12 Nov. 
1822 and m. Olu Larsdotter, b. in Vanneberga, Trolle-Ljungby 19 Jan. 1827, the 
dau. of Lars Pehrsson (see note 16 above). Their children, all b. in Vasa, were -
Olof, b. 12 July 1857; Anna, b. 3 Oct. 1860; Cary, b. 8 Dec. 1862 and Johan, b. 
16 Oct. 1867. - VLC .. 
19 Pehr Larsson aIT. 1856 and was b. in Trolle-Ljungby 28 Nov. 1831, the s. of 
Lars Pehrsson (see note 16 above). He was m. to Ingeborg Johannesdatter, b. in 
Uhrland, Norway 1831. They had the following children, b. in Vasa - Martha, b. 
25 Feb. 1867; Josephina, b. 27 July 1869 and Larens, b. 21 May 1873. - VLC. 
20 Ola W. Pehrsson, who :m. in the U.S. 1856, was b. in Trolle-Ljungby 3 May 
1834, the s. of La.rs Pehrsson (see note 16 above). He was m. to Karna Nilsdotter, 
b". in Trolle-Ljungby 30 Sept. 1833, the dau. of Nils Nilsson and Nilla Pehrsdotter. 
They had the following children, b. in Moline, IL - Sven, b. 18 Dec. 1858 and 
Nelly, b. 9 May 1861. Two children were b. in Vasa - Emma Cordina, b. 14 May 
1866 and Amanda, b. 27 July 1868. - VLC. 
21 Lars Mattsson arr. in the U.S. 1852 (birth data unknown). He was m. to Bengta 
Larsdotter, b. in Trolle-Ljungby 22 Jan. 1839, the dau. of Lars Pehrsson (see note 
16 above). They had the following children, b. in Vasa - Freddy Henry, b. 11 June 
1868 and AI1hur Washington, b. 22 Feb. 1870. - VLC. 
22 Gustaf Carlsson, who arr. in the U.S. 1854, was b. in Ekeberga Parish (Kron.) 7 
June 1818, the s. of Carl Magnusson. He was m. to Lovisa Johansdotter, b. in 
Algutsboda Parish (Kron.) 1 Jan. 1822, the dau . of Johannes Nilsson and Maria 
Gummesdotte1: They had the following children, the oldest three b. in Algutsboda, 
the four youngest in Vasa - Frans August, b. 13 Aug. 1843; Alfred, b. 29 March 
1845; AI-on, b. 28 June 1850; Carl Harris, b. 18 April 1856; Johan Ludvig, b. 20 
May 1858; Nancy Amalia, b. 28 Sept. 1862 and Nannie, b. 2 Aug. 1865. - VLC; 
VLA. 
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23 Sven Johannesson Turner was b. in Vislanda Parish (Kron.) 5 Feb. 1830, the s. 
of Johannes Pehrsson and Ingegerd Svensdotter. He was m. to Elin Carlsdotter, b. 
in Rydaholm Parish (Jon.) 25 Nov. 1833, the dau. of Carl Jonasson and Lena 
Aividsdotter. They had the following children, all b. in Vasa - Ida, b. 4 July 1856; 
Maria Emelia, b. 1 Oct. 1858; Johannes, b. 19 Dec. 1859; Helena, b. 19 Nov. 
1861; Carl Albert, b. 1 Oct. 1863; Oscar and Julia, twins, b. 15 Sept. 1865; Oscar 
Otto Julius, b. 4 April 1867; Henry Edvard, b. 13 Aug. 1868; Theodor, b. 8 
Aug .. 1870; William Bernhard, b. 19 June 1872 and Julius Elmer, b. 26 April 
1874. - VLC. 
24 Samuel Johannesson Turner arr. in the U.S. 1863. He was b. in Vislanda 8 Sept. 
1819, the s. of Johannes Persson and a brother of Sven Johannesson Turner (see 
note 23 above). He was m. to Stina Petersdotter, b. in Skatelov Parish (Kron.) 8 
June 1818, the dau. of Petter Jonsson and Eva Nilsdotter. They had the following 
children, the first two b. in Skatelov, the next four in Vislanda - Ingrid, b. 4 Jan. 
1846; Signild, b. 19 Feb. 1848; Anna, b. 7 Oct. 1849; Eva, b. 9 Feb. 1852; 
Martha, b. 7 Aug. 1864 and Johannes, b. 24 Nov. 1856. - VLC. 
25 Olof Johannesson Turner an: in the U.S. 1863. He was b. in Vislanda 21 Feb. 
1825, the brother of Sven Johannesson Turner (see note 23 above). He was m. to 
Eva Magnusdotter, b. in Agunnaryd Parish (Kron.) 25 Aug. 1828, the dau. of 
Magnus Jacobsson and Elin Andersdotte1: The children were - Christina, b. in 
Agunnaryd 15 July 1850; Ingrid, b. in Ryssby Parish (Kron.) 1 Feb. 1853 and 
Johan Magnus, b. in Ryssby 7 March 1857. - VLC; FLA. 
26 Jon Pehrsson, who arr. in the U.S. 1866, was b. in Vislanda 10 March 1818. He 
was m. to Catharina Johannesdotter, b. in Vislanda 25 Nov. 1821 and a sister of 
Sven Johannesson Turner (see note 23 above). They had the following children, all 
b. in Vislanda - Sven, b. 20 Aug. 1844; Aron. b. 17 Feb. 1850; Anders Johan , b. 
23 Nov. 1855; Gumme, b. 2 Dec. 1859 and Ingegerd, b. 29 Oct 1863. - VLC; 
VLA. 
21 Olof MAnsson Turnblad, who had arr. in 1868, was b. in Vislanda 22 Nov. 1811 
and was m. to Ingrid MAnsdotter, also b. in Vislanda 7 Aug. 1816. They had two 
sons, both b . in Vislanda - Magnus, b. 24 Jan. 1858 and Sven Johan. b. in 
Vislanda 7 Nov. 1860. Sven/Swan Johan Turnblad's magnificent residence in 
Minneapolis is today the home of The American Swedish Institute, located at 2600 
Park Avenue. - VLC . 
26 Peter Olsson Turnblad an: in the U.S. 1864. He was b. in Vislanda 1 June 1839 
and was m. to Catharina Jonsdotter, also b. in Vislanda 11 Jan. 1843. They had the 
following children, all b. in Vasa - Magni Alfred, b. 25 March 1866; Mathilda 
Emelie, b. 24 April 1869; Anna Sofia, b. 6 July 1871 and Johan Magnus Edward, 
b. 7 June 1873. - V LC. 
29 Johan MAnsson Hyllengren IDT. in the U.S. 1869. He was b. in Vislanda 27 Aug. 
1839 and was m. to Kersti Olofsdotter, also b. in Vislanda 1 Sept. 1837. Their 
children, all b . in Vasa, except the oldest, b. in Vislanda, were - Ingrid Christina, b. 
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7 April 1864; Adolf Justus, b. 13 Jan. 1870; Emilie Maria, b. 15 May 1872; 
Mllns Peter Oscar, b. 10 Jan. 1874; Anna Mathilda, b. 2 March 1876; Hatty 
Amanda, b. 1 Aug. 1878 and Emil Hjalmar, b. 1 June 1882. - VLC. 
30 Magnus Jonsson Turnquist an. in the U.S. 1869. He was b. in Vastra Torslls 
Parish (Kron.) 28 Jan. 1828, s. of Jons Hakansson and Catharina Samuelsdotter. 
He was m. to Stina Svensdotter, also b. in Vastra Torslls 27 June 1823, the 
illegitimate dau of Sven Thomsson, a servant, and Elin Svensdotter, a widow. She 
had been married before and had a dau. Christina Olofsdotter, b. in Vastra To.rslls 17 
April 1855. The children in her maniage to Turnquist were as follows - Ing.rid 
Maria, b. in Vastra Tors[ls 1 Nov. 1857; Blanda, b. in Vislanda 25 Feb. 1861; 
Johan,. b. in Vislanda 17 Dec. 1863 and Catharina, also b. in Vislanda 12 April 
1867. - VLC; VLA. 
31 M[lns Jonsson Ekblad an·. in the U.S. 1866. He was b. in Vislanda 20 April 
1839 and was m. to Ingrid Jonsdotter, b. in Vislanda 10 Aug. 1842. They had the 
following children - Carin, b. in Vislanda 23 Nov. 1862; Mathilda Emelie, b. on 
the journey across the Atlantic 8 July 1866; the other four we.re b. in Vasa - Johan 
Magny, b. 4 May 1868; Esther, b. 13 March 1870; Per Emil, b. 24 April 1872 
and Carl Henrik, b. 9 Dec. 1874. - VLC. 
32 Nils Persson Ofeldt (Afeldt) mT. in the U.S. 1852. He was b. in Aby, Fa.rlbv 
Parish (Krist.) 22 June 1829, the s. of Peter Nilsson and Kersti Jbnsdotte1: He was 
m. to Pe.rnilla Olsdotter, b. in Fa.rlbv 19 March 1846, the dau. of Ola Mflnsson and 
Bengta Eskilsdotter. Their children, all b. in Vasa, were - Clara, b. 27 Jan. 1865; 
Emma (Emelia) Josephina, b. 27 March 1866; Nathan Bernhm·d, b. 5 March 1872; 
Alma Adelia, b. 25 Jan. 1874; Hilda Paulina, b. 23 Dec. 1875; David Sidney 
Oliver, b. 7 July 1885 and Garfield Elmer, b. 21 March 1888. - VLC; LLA. 
33 Ola Mllnsson • the father of Pe.rnilla Olsdotte.r (see note 32 above), was b. in 
Fa.rlbv 23 Dec. 1820. He had arr. in 1857 with his family, but his wife, Bengta 
Eskilsdotter must have d., since she is not listed in the parish register. He had the 
following children - Nils, b. in Fa.rlbv 23 July 1847; Anna, b. in Farlbv 9 Feb. 
1852; Sven, b. in Farlbv 17 Mm·ch 1856; Bengta, b. in Swede Grove, MN 22 Nov. 
1857; John, b. in Swede Grove 4 Aug. 1860; Kristina, b. in Swede Grove 15 Nov. 
1861; Mathilda, b. in Vasa 13 July 1865 and Alfred, b. in Vasa 4 Dec. 1867. -
VLC. 
34 Bengt Nilsson mT. in the U.S . 1853. He was b. in Varnamo 18 Jan. 1798 
according to the parish register, but probably emigr. from Karda Parish, since he is 
not to be found in the Ka.rda birth register. He was m. to Martha Peh.rsdotter, b. in 
Varna.mo 23 Dec. 1807. Their children, all b. in Karda, were - Inga Christina, b. 
25 Nov. 1846; Salomon, b. 24 March 1849 and Charlotta, b. 16 Sept. 1851. -
VLC. 
35 Peter 0. Tilderquist mT. in the U.S. 1854 . . He was b. in Sbdra Rorum Pm·ish 
(Malm.) 15 July 1833, the s. of Ola Pehrsson and Boe! Olsdotte.r in the village of 
Kvesarum. He was m. to Gustava Bengtsdotter, h. in Ka.rda Parish 1 April 1835, 
dau. of Bengt Nilsson (see note 34 above). Their children, all b. in Vasa, were -
Alice Mesing, b. 4 May 1862; Emma, b. 30 Oct. 1863; Anna Levina, b. 18 Sept. 
245 
Swedish American Genealogist 
1865; Eva Charlotta, b. 5 Nov. 1866; William Magny, b. 19 Aug. 1868; Carl 
Luther, b. 5 March 1870; David Leonhard, b. 22 Oct. 1871 ; Hedda Eugenia, b. 26 
Feb. 1873 and Theodor Lorens, b. 26 Jan. 1875. - VLC; LLA . 
36 Lars Brun, soldier, was b. in Brunstorp, Hallstad Parish (Alvs.) 18 Feb. 1783, 
the s. of Lars And, a soldier, and Maria Larsdotter. Three of his four sons, all 
soldiers, emigr. to America. - GLA. 
37 Jonas Guld or Gull mT. in the U.S . 1866. He was b. in Hallstad 16 March 1805, 
the s. of Lars Brun (see note 36 above) . He was m. to Annika Andersdotter, b. in 
Sodra Ying Parish ( Alvs.) 21 Jan . 1808. They had the following children, b. in 
Sodra Ying - Josefina Elisabeth , b. 15 Jan. 1851 and Clas August, b. 19 Aug. 
1854. Another dau. Lovisa, b. in Sodra Ving 3 Sept. 1842, m-r. in the U.S. 1869 
with her iliegitimate s. Frans Algot, b. in Sodra Ying 12 April 1866. - VLC; 
GLA. 
38 Anders Larsson was b. in Hallstad Parish 16 Jan. 1813, the s. of Lm·s Brun (see 
note 36 above) - GLA. 
39 Lars Frann or Frenn, as he called himself in America, was the s. of Lm·s Brun (see note 36 above). He m-r. in the U.S. 1852. He was b. in Sodra Ying 19 May· 
1819 and was m. to Stina Svensdotter, b. in Liared Parish (Alvs.) 9 Feb. 1801. 
Their children, b. in Timmele Parish (Alvs.) were - Per Johan (see note 40 below); 
Anders Joseph (see note 41 below) and Carl August, b. 20 Sept. 1847. - V LC . 
40 Per Johan Frenn was b. in Timmele Pm·ish 5 June 1843, the s. of Lars Frenn. 
He was m. to Christina Maria Carlsdotter, b. in Tuna Parish (Kalin.) 27 May 
1847. Their children, b. in Featherstone, MN, were - Hilda Mm-ia, b. 5 Aug. 1873 
and Hanna Christina, b. 24 April 1875. - VLC. 
41 Anders Joseph Frenn m-r. in the U.S. 1852. He was b. in Timmele 8 Sept. 1845, 
the s. of Lars Frenn. He was m. to Emma Sophia Johnsson, b. 6 Dec. 1841 (place 
of birth is not given). Their children were - Julia Sophia, b. in Vasa 28 Nov. 1868; 
Joel Edwin, b. in Red Wing,MN 24 Feb. 1871 m1d Theodor, also b. in Red Wing 
12 June 1873. - V LC. 
4 2 Erik Jonasson m-r. in 1857. He was b. in Storsjo Parish (Jamt.) 1 Sept. 1819, 
the s. of Jonas Olofsson and Golin Ersdotter and was m. to Maret Pehrsdotter, b. in 
Hede Parish (Jamt.) 1823. Three of the oldest children were b. in Storsjo; the three 
youngest in Vasa - Golin, b. 4 May 1845; Carin, b. 6 May 1850; Johanna, b. 26 
Nov. 1852; Magni!. b. 28 Sept. 1859; John. b. 9 June 1864 and Emma Johanna, 
b. 19 Jan. 1858.- VLC ; OLA. 
43 Jons Zachrisson an: in the U.S. 1857. He was b. in Tannas Parish (Jamt.) in 
1815. Apparently a widower when he joined the Vasa pm-ish, he had the following 
children, all but the oldest b. in Vasa. Anna, the oldest was b. in Tannas 4 Jan. 
1848. The other children were - Magnil Johanna, b. 18 Nov. 1862; John, b. 1 Oct. 
1865 and Karin, b. 18 Sept. 1860. Jons Zachrisson d. in Vasa in 1868. - VLC. 
44 Pehr Olsson, who also arr. 1857, was b. in Hede Parish 5 July 1793. He was m. 
to Golin Jonsdottter, b. in Hede 3 April 1794. Pehr Olsson d. in Vasa 20 April 
1872 and his wife 12 Feb. 1875. - VLC . 
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45 Jon MAnsson, b. in Tannas 7 June 1801, arr. in 1858. His wife, Brita 
Jonsdotter, was b. in U.ngA, Hede Parish 7 May 1804, the dau. of Jon Nilsson and 
Brita Pehrsdotter. The couple left the Vasa church 21 May 1867. - VLC. 
46 Mrs. Hagman was Mareth Jonsdotter, b. in Tannas Paiish 18 Feb. 1829. S~e 
was m. to Olof Jonsson Hagman, who aiT. in the U.S . 1860. He was also b. m 
Tannas 11 Jan. 1826. Of their children, the five oldest were b. in Tannas, the two 
youngest in Vasa - Ingebrekt, b. 18 Feb. 1849; Jon, b . 27 May 1851; Olof, b. 6 
Oct. 1853; Anna, b. 4 Mai·ch 1856; Britta, b. 28 July 1858; Mareth, b. 7 Oct. 
1860 and Erik, b. 1 Oct. 1864. - VLC. 
47 Johan W. Peterson, who aiT. in the U.S . 1856, was b. in GArdsby Pai·ish ( Kron.) 
30 March 1838, the s. of Peter Johansson and Anna Lisa Petersson. He was m. to 
Carin Jonasdottter, b. in Storsjo Parish (Jamt.) 6 May 1850. Their children, b. in 
Vasa, were - Mai-y Elisabeth,, b. 21 Sept. 1869; Arthur Wilhelm, b. 2 Sept. 1871 
and Edith Amalia, b. 3 Feb. 1874. Hem. Cai·in Ersdotter, dau. of Erik Jonasson 
(see note 42 above). - VLC; \/LA. 
48 Peter Johansson, who aIT. in the U.S. 1856, was b. in Gfu:dsby Pai·ish 17 Nov. 
1806. He was m. to Anna Lisa Petersson, b. in Sodra Sandsjo (Kron.) 29 Dec. 
1809. They were the parents of Johan W. Petersson (see note 47 above). They also 
had a dau. Anna Sophia, b. in Ojaby Parish (Kron.) 29 Jan. 1850. - V LC. 
49 Gustaf Holm was b. in Saby Parish (Jon.) 28 Nov. 1814. He was m. to Hedda 
Charlottta Andersson, also b. in Saby 9 April 1823. Their sons were - Anton (no 
birth data given) and Otto, b. 24 Oct. 1862. - \/LC. 
50 Oscar Fredrik Holm was b. in Saby 15 May 1851. He was m. to Kai-na 
Andersson. b. in Kiaby Pai·ish (Krist.) 8 Nov. 1853. - \/LC. 
51 Johannes Larsson was b. in Mjalldrunga Pai·ish (Alvs.) 29 Sept. 1806, the s. of 
Lars Jonsson and Annika Andersdotter. He was m. to Cajsa Jonasdotter, b. in 
Tokarp, Mjalldrunga 24 Sept. 1807, the dau. of Jonas Carlsson and Maria 
Eliasdotter. - G LA . 
52 Jons Holmgren, an: in the U.S. 1854. He was b. in Vinslov Parish (Krist.) 13 
Nov. 1824. His wife, Mai-ia Johansdotter, arr. 1860 and was b. in Mjalldrunga 
Pai-ish 27 Mai·ch 1838, the dau. of Johannes Larsson (see note 51 above). The 
couple had two children - Ellen Augusta, b. in Afton, MN 13 Jan. 1866 and 
Joseph, b. in Vasa 5 Dec. 1867. - \/LC. 
53 Anna Sofia Petersson, the dau. of Peter Johansson (see note 48 above) was m. to 
Anders Lai-sson, the s. of Johannes Lai-sson (see note 51 above) . - VLC. 
54 Mai-tha Andersson was the daughter of Erik Magnus Andersson (see note 9 
above). She was born in Jamestown, NY 13 Jan. 1852.-VLC. 
55 Frans August Sarnuelsson arr. in the U.S. 1853. He was b. in Ekeberaa Parish 
(Kron.) 6 Mai·ch 1833 and was m. to Johanna Persdotter, b. in Voxto;-p Parish 
(Jon.) 15 Sept. 1828. They had the following children - Helena, b. in Geneva,IL 2 
Aug. 1857; Emma Christina, b. in Sycamore,IL 29 April 1859; Johan Gustaf, b. 
in Sycamore 3 Feb. 1861; the remaining children were b. in Vasa - Mathilda, b. 11 
Jan. 1863; Alfred Emanuel, b. 4 Dec. 1864; Ferdinand, b. 8 May 1866; Oscai· 
Edward, b. 24 Feb. 1868; Ida Chaifotta, b. 22 Feb. 1870 ai1d Hilma Adelia, b. 6 
April 1872. - VLC . 
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56 Joseph A. Lundberg was b. in Reftele Parish (Jon.) 22 Dec. 1843, the s. of 
Anders Larsson and Stina Andersdotte1: He was m. to Emma Christina Carlsdotter, 
b. in Ekenas, Ryssby Parish (Kron.), 5 April 1852, the dau. of Carl Johan 
Andersson and Marta Jonasdotter. Their children were all b. in Featherstone, :MN -
Ida Amanda, b. 7 April 1878; Carl Robert, b. 21 May 1876; Lorens Sigfrid, b. 2 
Sept. 1882; Emil Alvin, b. 7 Feb. 1879 and Florence Olivia Julia, b. 21 Oct. 
1892. - VLC. 
57 Per Persson arr. in the U.S. 1869. He was b. in Ivetofta Parish (Krist.) 21 Oct. 
1831, s. Per Akesson and Elsa Bengtsdotter. He was m. to Elsa Nilsdotter, b. in 
Ivetofta 8 June 1834. Their children were all b. in Ivetofta except the youngest, b. 
in Vasa - Per, b. 31 Dec. 1860; Bonde, b. 3 Jan. 1863; Karna, b. 10 July 1859; 
Bengta, b. 24 May 1865 and Ingrid, b. 14 Jan. 1870. Karna d. in Vasa 28 Sept. 
1874.- VLC. 
58 Samuel J. Cederholm, who arr. in the U.S. 1865, was b. in Hammarlunda Parish (Malm.) 15 Aug. 1837, the s. of Jons Olsson and Karin Pramberg. He was m. to 
Bengta Larsdotter, b. in Ignaberga Parish (Krist.) 13 Oct. 1844.- VLC . 
59 Anders Youngberg, who ruT. in the U.S. 1863, was b. in Ljungru·um Pru·ish (Jon.) 31 Dec. 1846. He was m. to Anna Nilsson, b. in Rinkaby Pru·ish (Krist.). 
18 Aug. 1853. - VLC. 
60 Jons Nilsson Kullberg arr. in the U.S. alone in 1868; his family came the 
following year. He was b. in Ivetofta Parish 10 Sept. 1832, the s. of Nils 
Svensson and Anna Nilsdotte1: He was m. to Anna Augustsdotter, b. in Kiaby 
Parish (Krist.) 18 Oct. 1833. Of the children, the four oldest were b. in Kiaby, the 
four youngest in Vasa - Anna, b. 1 Aug. 1858; Ingrid, b. 7 April 1860; Sigrid, b. 
24 April 1864; Johanna, b. 12 June 1866; Nils Alfred, b. 2 Mru·ch 1870; Emil 
Albert, b. 22 Sept. 1871; Claes Fredrik, b. 30 Jan. 1874 and Sigfrid Nathanael, b. 
19 June 1878. - VLC; LLA. 
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61 The Dadesjo family consisted of Jonas P. Carlsson, b. in Dadesjo Pai·ish (Kron.) 
17 Aug. 1836. He was m. to Christina Jonasdotter, b. in Notteback Pmish (Kron.) 
16 Nov. 1841. They had the following children, the two oldest b. in Mru-ine, :MN, 
the youngest in Vasa - August, b. 18 Sept. 1864; Cru·l Albert, b. 5 Sept. 1866; 
William, b. 11 June 1868; Emelia, b. 6 Feb. 1870 and Levy, b. 20 Dec. 1873. 
VLC . 
62 Anders Peter Jonasson was b. in bvrru-p, Hi:issleby Parish (Jon.) 5 Oct. 1821, the 
s. of Jonas Eriksson and Sara Bo1jesdotter. He aIT. in New York 31 July 1848 
aboard the Thracian, settling first near Sugar Grove, PA in a settlement named 
Hessle Valley for his home parish in Sweden. - Olsson, SPANY, p. 152 and 
SPAexcNY, p.96. 
63 Lawrence Albert Johnston was b. in Sugai· Grove, PA 12 Aug. 1855, the s. of 
Fredrik and Charlotta Johnson. He was ordained in the Augustana Lutheran Synod 
1881 and served a number of Lutheran pru·ishes. He d. 10 June, 1918. - Conrad 
Bergendoff, The Augustana Ministerium 1850-1962 (Rock Island, IL 1980), p.30. 
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64 Per Bodelsson, b. in Grodby, lvetofta Parish 18 March 1854, the s. of Nils 
Bodelsson, farm manager, and Pemilla Nilsdotter. He was m. to Hilda Emilia, b. in 
Vasa 26 April 1863. They had the following children, all b. in Vasa - Hortense 
Isabella Eleonora, b. 18 Oct. 1890; Richard Vincent Hjalmar, b. 28 Feb. 1893 and 
Evald Clavorius Milton, b. 3 Oct. 1896. - VLC. 
65 Germund Johansson was b. in Froghult, Kisa Parish (Og.) 23 Aug. 1822, the s. 
of Johannes Svensson and Maja Pehrsdotter. He was m. to Sophia Dorothea 
Lindegren, b. in Kjula Parish (Sod.) 9 Jan. 1823, the dau. of Johan Daniel 
Lindegren and B1ita Christina Hedlund. They had two children, b. in Kisa - David, 
b. 25 June 1845 and Mathilda Josephina, b. 10 Aug. 1848. The family emigr. to 
the U.S. and an: in New York aboard the Charles Tottie 12 July 1849. - Olsson, 
SPANY, pp. 159, 274. 
Erik Norelius and his wife, Inga Charlotta 
Petersson, in 1855, the year they married. 
···•···:.=--\:7(?t:·~r?~; 
·_. 1;~-; 
The first Norelius home in Vas a. 
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